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inositol whose vitamin-like functions have been recognised since their 
chemical nature became well known, are not discussed. Each chapter is a 
compilation of published information on the vitamin concerned from the 
time its existence was first recognised up to the time of writing. Much, of 
this is interesting from an historical point of view; e.g., Rosenheim’s first use 
of arsenic trichloride as a colour test for vitamin A, but there is a complete 
lack of discrimination between good and bad methods. All the “ Units ” of 
vitamin A which have ever been used are given and their relationships one 
with another as claimed by various workers, but there is no indication of 
the fact that most of these relationships do  not (in fact cannot) hold, and a 
good opportunity of explaining why this is so has been missed. For the 
discriminating reader this should be a valuable book of reference. 

K. H. COWARD. 
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